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Worker age

Machinery is the leading source of amputations 
among teen workers

In 2016 through 2023, 35 workers in Washington 
age 14–17 years suffered a work-related 
amputation1, for an average of nearly       
5 amputations among teen workers each year.2

These injuries are preventable.

1. Amputation case identification methods are described in the SHARP report Surveillance of Amputations among WA workers.
2. Teen workers defined as ages 14 through 17 years.
3. % may not add to 100 due to rounding. In parentheses are % of total teen amputations associated with detailed groups.
4. ASWMR: Administrative and Support and Waste Management and Remediation Services.
This project was supported in part by Cooperative Agreement U60 OH008487 from the National Institute for Occupational Safety 
and Health (NIOSH). SHARP publication number:  80-20-2024

Work-related Amputations among Teen Workers
Washington workers’ compensation claims, 2016-2023

Nearly half of amputations among teen workers occur among 
teens working in restaurants and crop production3 Medical-aid 

only (34%)

Compensable 
(66%)

Almost two-thirds of claims for amputations 
among teen workers are compensable, 

involving wage replacement for 
missed work or disability

17 year olds account for two-thirds of 
amputations among teen workers,

although amputations have 
occurred among workers as 
young as 14

Retail Trade

https://lni.wa.gov/safety-health/safety-research/files/2023/80_21_2023_AmputationSurveillance_2016_2021.pdf



